
Quaid’s Statue at Canada’s university 
Feb 1: A statue of Quaid-i-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah was erected at 
Canada’s leading York University, with  a 
minister describing Jinnah as ‘George 
Washington of Pakistan’.

NGOs Reject Code of Conduct
Feb 08: The proposed code was to review 
the working of NGOs, look into their funding 
and spending and would have the authority 
to impose strict punitive actions on 
‘defaulting organization’s, like freezing 
assets, dissolving board of directors and 
even closing down NGOs.

NA Makes Changes in Seven British-era 
Laws: Law Reforms, Pemra Bills Passed 
(Feb 16)

Wo m e n  P ro te c t i o n  L aw  N e ed s  
Interpretation: Age of Puberty Not 
Determined, Observes LHC (Feb 28)

Justice Rana Bhagwandas Appointed ACJ 
(Mar 23)

Sindhi-Language Word Processor 
Developed
May 4: The Institute of Information 
Technology (IIT), University of Sindh, has 
developed a Unicode email system under 
the Sindhi language word processor.

Pakistan Largest Recipient of US Anti-
Terror Funds
May 24: In the first four years after 9/11, 
Pakistan received more than $3 billion from 

the Coalition Support Fund.

Pakistan, Iran, India Agrees Gas Price
Jul 17: The deal has removed the main 
obstacle to the signing of a three-way 
agreement on building the 2,300 km Iran-

Pakistan-India (IPI) pipeline with an 
estimated price tag of $7.5 billion. The first 
deliveries from gas-rich Iran are expected 
in 2011.

PM House Security Upgraded, New 
Security Equipments Worth Rs. 19.416m 
Installed (Jul 17)

Cell Phone Subscribers Swell to 63.15m, 
up 45%
Jul 18: The cell phone subscriber base of 
the country has jumped to 63.15 million as 

of June 2007, showing a rise of 45.36 
percent when compared with the figures 
for fiscal 2005-06 and experts see the 
addition of another six million subscribers 
by the end of the current fiscal year.

44 Die in Karachi Rain
Jun: At least 44 people were 
killed and over 200 others 
injured when torrential pre-
monsoon rains (17.2mm), 
accompanied by a severe 
dust-storm, lashed Karachi, 
s m a s h i n g  t h e  c i t y ’s  
infrastructure and leaving 
major roads submerged.

Over 2m Severely Hit by 
Yemyin Cyclone
Jun: Balochistan has suffered 
a loss of around Rs10 billion 
because of cyclone and flood 
which severely affected over 
two million people in 15 
districts and destroyed roads 

and communication network. The provincial 
government confirmed over 100 deaths

MQM - Declared A terrorist Organization 
in Canada (Steward Bell, National Post, Jul 
18)

Only 13,000 Madressahs Registered Out 
of Estimated 200,000 across the Country 
(Jul 25)

TRANSPIRED

Operation Silence Kills 102 People in Lal-Masjid Saga
Jul 14: Altogether 102 people died (10 of them Army Officers and a 
Ranger) in the operation including the Lal-Masjid’s Cleric Abdul Rashid 
Gazi, while 248 other were injured. 

Lal Masjid BloodBath and Post Suicide Bombings
Total Deaths: 235 in 11 days [21 Daily]
Total Injured: 255 in 11 days [23 Daily]

Waziristan peace deal scrapped by militants
Jul 15: The Taliban laid the blame on the Government and claimed how 
they were first attacked in Saidgai on April 27, then in Dwa Tui on April 
29, third in Peryat on May 5, and fourth in Gudai Waila on June 19. 

Jul 27: Worshipers Refused to Offer Friday Prayers Behind a Government-
Appointed Imam.
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Amnesty International Wants Pakistan to 
Ban Capital Punishment
Jul 27: AI points out that close to 1/3rd of 
world’s entire death row pop is in Pakistani 
jails. In figures: there 7000 inmates whereas 
82 executed last year. However to suggest 
banning capital punishment is like banning 
the medicine and not the disease!

Pakistan to Become World’s #2 in Use of 
CNG in Vehicles
Jul 31: Pakistan is likely to outclass Brazil 
and Argentina. Currently, over 1,400 
stations are in operation in 85 towns and 
cities of the country and an investment of 
Rs46 billion has so far been made. More 
than 60,000 new jobs have been created.

Half of Palestinians Can’t Buy 
Food: UN (Feb 23)

UN Shame Over Sex Scandal
Jan 7: The international 
organisation says that almost 
200 of its peacekeepers 
around the world have been 
disciplined for sex offences - 
including rape and child 
abuse - but not one seems to 
have been prosecuted.

Spanish Bishops Fear Rebirth 
of Islamic Kingdom
Jan 5: Spain's bishops are 
alarmed by ambitious plans 
to recreate the city of 
Cordoba - once the heart of 
the ancient Islamic kingdom 

of al-Andalus - as a pilgrimage site for 
Muslims throughout Europe.

More Hispanic Americans are Converting 
to Islam 
Feb 10: Estimates range from around 
70,000 to 200,000.

Circumcision to Tackle HIV: U.N.
Mar 28: In response to the urgent need to 
reduce the number of new HIV infections 
globally, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the UNAIDS Secretariat 
convened an international expert 
consultation to determine whether male 
circumcision should be recommended for 
the prevention of HIV infection.

No OIC Consensus on New Charter
May 18: After three days of intensive 
deliberations, foreign ministers and heads 
of delegations of Muslim states failed to 
evolve a consensus on the much-talked 
about new charter for the OIC.

Miss Sweden Drops Out of Miss Universe 
Competition
May 26: Isabel Lestapier Winqvist, 20, has 
dropped out because Swedes say the Miss 
Universe competition is degrading to 
women and weighed down by scandals.

UK Lecturers Unanimously Refuse to Spy 
on Muslim Students
May 29: The University of College Union 
(UCU,) the country’ biggest professional 
organization for university staff, called on 
its 120,000 members to “resist attempts 
by Government to engage colleges and 
universities in activities which amount to 
increased surveillance of Muslim or other 
minority students and to the use of 
members of staff for such witch-hunts.”

69% Scotts See Peaceful Islam
Jul 13: The Scotts are the most positive of 
all regions towards Islam, the poll as 
conducted by Paul Woolley of Theos Think 
Think found. 

UK Christian Extremist Kills 2 Muslims
Jul 18: CCTV footage caught Robert Torto, 
a 33-year-old man, setting a bottle filled 
with petrol on fire and throwing it into the 
shop, which resulted in the deaths of Mr 
Hayat, 37, and Mr Hamidi, 31.

Israel Begins Excavation Near Al Aqsa Mosque
Feb 07: The dig is just outside the most contentious religious site in the Holy 
Land—the hilltop compound in Jerusalem’s Old City that is known to Jews as the 
Temple Mount and to Muslims as the Haram Sharif.
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Catholic Priest Beaten and Bloodied 
AtHome by Hindu Extremists
INDIA, Jul 18: Father Michael is assaulted in 
his own home in Bihar by a gang of about 
ten people. Cardinal Toppo demands the 
authorities protect Christians from too many 
attacks by organised groups.

US Church to Pay $660m for Settling Sex-
Abuse Claims
Jul 15: Hundreds of people who claim they 
were abused by clergy affiliated with the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
can expect to be paid more than $1m dollars 
each in a $660 million settlement of their 
lawsuits.

Harun Yahya’s 800 pages Encyclopedia: 
“Atlas of Creation” Challenges Darwin’s 
Evolution Theory. Author Mails the Book 
to All The Leading Universities of the World 
Free-of-Cost (Jul 17)

Room of UK Journalist Yvonne Ridley 
Stormed in Cairo Ikhanweb, Egypt 
July 20: Egyptian security forces disheveled 
the contents of the room and seized some 
important press reports about her visit to 
Cairo especially her participation in some 
meetings supporting Muslim Brotherhood 
leaders transferred to the military court.

Israeli Historian: Islam Converts Change 
Face of Europe
Jan 23: As many as 100,000 French and 
British citizens have converted to Islam over 
the last decade, according to a new book by 
an Israeli historian. The figures cited by 
Hebrew University Prof. Raphael Israeli in 
his upcoming book: ‘The Third Islamic 
Invasion of Europe’ are representative of the 
fast-changing face of Europe, which the 
Islamic history professor says is in danger of 
becoming "Eurabia" within half a century. 

He noted that about 30m Muslims currently 
live in Europe, out of a total population of 
380m, adding that with a high Muslim 
birthrate in Europe, the number of Muslims 
living in the continent is likely to double 
within 25 years.

'Blasphemous' Balls Anger Afghans
Aug 26: A demonstration has been held in 
south- east Afghanistan accusing US troops 
of insulting Islam after they distributed 
footballs bearing the name of Allah. The US 
military said the idea had been to give 
something for Afghan children to enjoy and 
they did not realize it would cause offence!

India Allocates Rs 2.99bn for Counter 
Propaganda Channels
Aug 30: Union Information and Broadcasting 
Minister Priyaranjan Dasmunshi told 
reporters that the special package has been 
provided to "effectively counter the influence 
of propaganda from Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir and across the border".

Experts Caution Against Heavy School Bags
NEW YORK, Aug 30: The American Physical 
Therapy Association (APTA) is reminding 
parents that wearing backpacks improperly 
or ones that are too heavy put children at 
increased risk for back injuries and muscle 
strain. Unhealthy changes in posture are 

magnified if the backpack weighs more than 
10 to 15% of the student’s body weight.

Protest Held Against Blasphemous Cartoon 
in Sweden
Aug 31: Some 200 Muslims protested across 
Sweden against a newspaper Nerikes 
Allehanda that had published a caricature 
of the Holy Prophet (pbuh). The newspaper 
defended itself on the ground of “freedom 
of speech.”

10 Killed in Bridge Collapse
KARACHI, Sep 1: Shershah bridge, which 
formed part of the recently-inaugurated 
Northern Bypass by Gen. Parvez Musharraf, 
collapsed killing 10 people and injuring 
several others.

Organs Trade Ordinance Issued
Sept 3: The 15-year-long wait for a law for 
curbing the thriving kidney trade and 
regulating the transplantation of human 
organs came to an end when the 
g o v e r n m e n t  p r o m u l g a t e d  t h e  
Transplantation of Human and Tissues 
Ordinance 2007. The ordinance stipulates 
stringent punishment for people engaged in 
dealing in organs and unauthorized removal 
of organs, narrows down opportunities for 
unrelated donations, bans donations to 
foreigners, provides for treatment of post-
operative care of indigent patients, 
designates transplant institutions and 
mandates setting up of evaluation 
committees at the institutions for evaluating 
transplant cases, legalizes cadaver organ 
donation and underlines informed consent.

Islamic Banks Earn Rs283m Profits in 2006
Aug 30: Collective profits of all Islamic banks 
operating in Pakistan could not reach even 
half a billion rupees putting no threat or 
competition to conventional bankers. The 
Meezan Bank was the only bank which 
exhibited some potential to grow and earned 
a profit-before-tax of Rs780m. Al-Baraka 
Islamic Bank showed a token profit of 
Rs170m. Dubai Islamic Bank Pakistan showed 
a loss of Rs633m while the loss of Bank Islami 
Pakistan was to the tune of Rs34m. Collective 
profits of Islamic banks (after deduction of 
total losses) could hardly reach Rs283m.Total 
deposits of the banking industry were just 
Rs53.8bn while the highest deposit of 
Rs34bn was of one bank, Meezan Islamic 
Bank. Deposits of Dubai Islamic Bank were 
Rs4.3bn, Bank Islami Pakistan Rs1.7bn and 
Al Baraka Bank Rs13.8bn.The collective assets 
of the Islamic banks were just 1.8% of the 
total banking assets. Collective advances of 
Islamic banks (Rs40.7b) were 1.7% of the 
total advances, and collective deposits were 
also just 1.7% to the entire banking deposits.

71% of Israelis Want Strike on Iran
Aug 29: Fully 71% of Israelis believe that the 
US should launch a military attack on Iran if 
diplomatic efforts fail to halt Tehran's nuclear 
program, according to a new poll. The survey, 
commissioned by Bar-Ilan University's BESA 
Center and the Anti-Defamation League, 
found that 59% of Israelis still believe the 
war in Iraq was justified, while 36% take the 
opposite view.

Mother Tongue Should be Medium of 
Instruction in Schools: Scholars
Aug 29: Most of the scholars who presented 
papers at a conference on education “Role

NIB Bank, a subsidiary of Singapore-based 
Tanasek holdings, acquired in June 2007, 
63.36% shares of Pakistan Industrial 
Credit & Investment Cooperation (PICIC) 
for $339m. Through this acquisition, NIB 
has also gained control of PICIC 
Commercial  Bank,  PICIC Asset 
Management Company, PICIC Insurance 
Company Ltd & PICIC Exchange 
Company.

In 2006, Standard Chartered acquired 
Union Bank for $487m.

Metropolitan Bank merged with Habib 
Bank AG Zurich’s Pakistan Operations 

to create Habib Metropolitan Bank

ABN Amro bought Prime Bank for $228m.
Samba Financial Group of Saudi Arabia 

took control of 68% of Crescent 
Commercial Bank Ltd.

China Mobile Ltd. Bought 100% shares of 
Paktel Ltd. For $460m and renamed it 
as CMPak Ltd.

US-based Philip Morris International (PMI) 
also has taken over Lakson Tobacco by 
increasing its share holdings from 40% 
to 97.6% in 2006. It was worth $382m.

FOREIGN STAKES IN LOCAL COMPANIES
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of Medium of Instruction and Examination 
Method in Learning Process”, jointly 
organized by the Faculty of Education 
University of Sindh and HEC, were 
unanimous in their opinion that the medium 
of instruction for students at the primary 
level should be mother tongue.

Pakistan Supreme Court Demands Answers 
to Lal-Masjid Operation
Aug 29: Judge Javed Iqbal has ordered the 
interior ministry and other government 
departments to provide answers about the 
siege and storming of the mosque, including 
the legality of the operation.

Govt to Seek $16bn from Foreign Banks: 
Dam, Power Projects (Aug 28)

Corruption in Khanewal District Forest 
Department
Aug 28: A report by the Multan Regional 
Audit Office dated Nov 28, 2006, states that 
117 auctions of dry trees worth Rs13.57m 
by the forest department were flawed. 
Officials withdrew Rs3.2m to pay wages to 
fictitious private laborers for various jobs 
while office orders and statements by 
gardeners showed that the official 
manpower had been used.

HRCP Blames Govt Over May 12 Violence
Aug 27: According to the report entitled 
‘Carnage in Karachi, a city under siege’ based 
on research, newspaper reports and 
interviews of the people about the acts of 
omission and commission pertaining to the 
events of May 12: There was a consensus 
on the point that the massacre was pre-
planned and was not possible without the 
government patronage.

Banks to Open 20pc Branches in Rural Areas
Aug 27: It has been made mandatory for 
banks to open branches in rural areas to 
provide banking access to the people who 
are still in a majority as compared to urban 
population.

Pakistan's Maiden Crops Insurance Policy 
Launched
Aug 28: National Bank of Pakistan (NBP) has 
for the first time in Pakistan introduced the 
insurance policy for crops. It would cover 
losses in the wake of drought, flood and 
other seasonal hazards besides ensuring 
agriculture development and enhancement 
in the agriculture output.

Pakistan and Britain Sign Prisoner Exchange 
Agreement (Aug 24)

41 Ransom Deals from Jan-Jul 2007: 
Gujranwala
Aug 24: Kidnappers have ‘earned’ Rs268m 
in 41 ransom deals in the Gujranwala police 
range.

Bank Islami Reaches Deal for Share 
Acquisition
Aug 23: Bank Islami confirmed that it had 
reached an agreement with Jahangir Siddiqui 
and DCD Investment Ltd of JS Finance Limited 
for acquiring their 100% shareholding in the 
bank.

Another Blaze Hits PNSC Bui lding
Aug 19: A fire raged through the 15-storey 
Pakistan National Shipping Corporation 
building on Sunday, leaving at least two 
firefighters injured and destroying a large 
number of valuable documents. The PNSC 
building, which was built in the early 1970s, 
has seen the second outbreak of a fire in 
seven months. The Feb 18 fire — believed 
to have been caused by a short circuit — 
destroyed official records of the National 
Engineering Services of  Pakistan.

H o m e g r o w n  M u s l i m s  P r o n e  t o  
Radicalisation: US study
Aug 16:  The New York City Police 
Department has concluded that young 
Muslim men aged 15-35 are particularly 
vulnerable to `radicalisation’.

U.S. Signs $30bn Defense Aid Pact With 
Israel
Aug 16: The United States sealed a deal on 
Thursday to provide Israel with $30bn in 
defense grants over the next decade, a 25% 
boost that Washington describes as 
strengthening a regional bulwark against 
Iran.

PIMS Admin Spent Rs1.9bn in 3 Years
Aug 15: The federal minister for health, 
Muhammad Nasir Khan, informed the 
National Assembly that the administrative 
expenditure of the Pakistan Institute of 
Medical Sciences (Pims) during the last three 
years was Rs1.9bn, which included 
Rs771.128m in salaries and allowances.

144 Citizens and 17 Foreign National 
Conferred Civil Awards
Aug 14: Some of the prominent figures who 
were conferred with the Awards are: Shaikh 
Hamad Bin Zaid Al-Nehyan who was awarded 
Hilal-e-Pakistan. Hilal-e-Shujaat has been 
conferred to Late Malik Muhammad Saeed 
and Inspector Hasan Khan for gallantary.

424 Indian Companies get Trademark 
Registration
Aug 11: 45 Indian products were registered 
with the Trademark in 2003, 92 in 2006 and 
about 43 in the first six months of 2007.The 
registration of Indian products began in 
Pakistan in 2001 and 42 companies obtained 
trademark registry.

W ind energy: 84 sensors installed
Aug 11: The Pakistan Meteorological 
Department has installed 43 wind sensors 
along coastal areas of Sindh and Balochistan 

and 41 others in the Northern Areas to 
collect data in order to set up wind power 
plants at suitable points for harvesting wind 
energy

Protest Against Miss Universe's Charity 
Evening in Indonesia
Aug 11: “Islamic extremists” have protested 
against the presence of Miss Universe 2007 
in Bandung, judged to be “a symbol of the 
world’s adultery and pornography”. 
Frightened by these threats the Japanese 
native Miss Universe Riyo Mori, cancelled a 
charity evening.  

Muslims in Europe Facing Protests for 
Building Mosques
Aug 6: Across Europe, Muslims who have 
long prayed in garages and old factories now 
face skepticism and concern for wanting to 
build stately mosques to give proud 
testimony to the faith and solidity of their 
Islamic communities.

20.1m Mobi le  Users  in  Pakistan
Aug 5: According to Nadra records, 20.1m 
connections have been sold by various 
companies so far. Of them 17.25m 
connections had been verified by these 
companies and the remaining 2.85m 
subscribers were untraceable.

Breastfeeding’s Benefits for Mother-Child 
Health Stressed
Aug 6: Health experts have stressed that 
breastfeeding in the first six months after 
birth is a must to control neonatal and infant 
mortality rate by up to 22% in the country. 
Director General Health Maj-Gen (retired) 
Shahida Malik said unfortunately the rate 
of breastfeeding practices in developing 
countries was very low compared to 
developed countries.

Sindh’s Share in GDP Rises to 29%
Aug 3: The Sindh’s contribution in the 
national economy is estimated to have 
increased from 28.2% in 1999-2000 to 28.6% 
cent in 2004-05 and is expected to be around 
29% in the 2006-07, revealed a recent study 
of the provincial government.

Industrial estate for women being set up
Sep 3: An exclusive industrial estate for 
women entrepreneurs is being set up at the 
Smal l  Sca le  Industr ia l  Estate  on 
Superhighway. Secretary of Industries Rasool 
Bux Phulpoto told Dawn that the ministry 
had received about 8,000 applications for 
300 plots.

Estimated Total Direct U.S. Aid to Israel:
$108 Billion
Sep 15: The Washington Report on Middle
East Affairs (WRMEA) conservatively
estimates cumulative total direct U.S. aid to
Israel at $107.961 billion.
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